X-books.
There were books in shapes and sizes...
... scattered out along the way.

Hi There.
Welcome to the newcomers. A sad
farewell to the leavers. The ones that gave
up. Those without a spine... those with a life
☺
Fresh blood is hard to come by, and
frankly I am not much of a recruiter, sorry.
2011.
Welcome, welcome! Don't mind the
mess, we're still cleaning up.
Adventurous gambles?
Still considering career options...
A book, or not a book...
... that's the question! I've been listening
to audio books and reading e-books lately,
and the fad still continues. This begs the
question: are e-books books? They are
missing that smell of paper, the rustle of
turning pages, and those devies we use to
read those e-books do need batteries. Still, I
think an e-book does qualify somewhat.
Now do audio books qualify? As books?
I guess they still do, as they were intended
to be read, and are now read to the listener.
Conceptually, they are still books.
As for (radio) plays... I guess one could
consider these not to be books, as they were
never intended to be read, and typically involve
songs, sound effects, and the like.
Now, what should we think about enhanced
audio books? Stuff that was originally a book, but
got abridged, modified, embellished with sound
effects?
Are those still books?

TV Shows...

Five points if you figure
out the source...
Note to the OE: feel free
to put this epsiode of
_TellTales_ on the
_Dapper_ website.
(I stripped out anything
that people could use to
blackmail me ☺)
Heh! I'm not a vampire,
though indeed 'fresh
blood is hard to come
by'... hehe ☺
As the current Dapperites
may notice: this is a
‘revised’ edition, there
were so many typos it
even scared me... all
changes have been made
in the color green...
Without a doubt many
typos escaped my
attention, but at least I
tried. I also modified the
layout a bit, just to the
side notes (like this one)
in sight when using
spines. (In spite of me
being spineless, I know.)
Regarding a career...
Who am I fooling! Of
course I'm looking for
better paying jobs, but
aren't we all? Yet... a
career?!? Come on, son,
get a grip!
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Many series are not shown on Dutch
television, so I'm not feeling all too guilty about
downloading a few...
Tower Prep.
Aimed at young adults... Talented kid is locked
up in a school with other talented kids, a few bond
together and try to escape.
Light. Fluffy. Predictable.
Only one season, episodes 1x01..1x13, has
been made thus far, dunno' if there will be more.
I've watched the first season, and will probably
watch the second one (whenever or if it ever
comes) though it is a bit juvenile.
No Ordinary Family...
Honestly, _Heroes_ had
so many good ideas and
so many things going for
it, it's an absolute pity it
lost its mojo...

Just started watching this one.
What's up with superheroes (lately)? I did like
some aspects of _Heroes_ but it got worse over
time. Now here's another show doing a bit of the
same. I've seen three episodes, and the jury is still
out on this one. I'm at episode 1x04 now.
Stargate Universe.

The early Sanctuary cast.
The blonde has gone, the
male lead leads less,
thank heavens we now
have Tesla (though he's
not on the image below).

At 2x10, and to my utter surprise it actually
has its moments, one would never expect it.
Too many coincidences require a decent
amount of suspending disbelief, and this is where
a show like _Farscape_ does excel, as their reality
was sufficiently twisted to get away with anything.
StarGate is trying to stay 'closer to reality'.
Sanctuary.
... turned into regular
off-the-mill Science Fiction,
and the quality of CGI
seems to be dropping.
Pity, I had high hopes for
this one. It has a certain
_Doctor Who_ or perhaps
better put 'British' flavor to
it, in style, characters, story
lines. But that could be me
as I'm not a Brit ☺
I'm now at episode
3x10. 3x11 hasn't aired yet
I believe.
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The one redeeming character in this show is
Tesla, he started out as a prick, and actually even
got worse, but he's a prick with gusto.
Unfortunately all the other characters are a little to
much '2D cardboard', even for my taste.
One thing of note is the amount of CGI this
show uses, many scenes are recorded in a green
room. Unfortunately, the quality is rather... mixed.
Babylon 5.
Alright, just finished season three as well as
the movie _In the beginning_.Some sources on
the Internet put it between season 3 and 4, but I
think one should watch it a little earlier, perhaps
somewhere after episode 3x17 yet before 3x20.
Still it was surprisingly good.
As you may know I tend to take my series in
large, continuous doses, i.e. I try to obtain a
number of episodes, then try to watch them in
sequence, for example every evening one episode
(or two, or three, or... euh).
This 'sequential viewing' improves immersion
and helps building up a sufficient level of
suspending disbelief. And though _Babylon 5_ artwise may not have aged that well, story wise
things are good enough for me. So now I'm at
season 4, a season I never saw before. Let's see
what JMS has got in stock for me...
3x22 done, 4x01 coming up...
Nowhere Man.
Very old series (talked about it before) and I
enjoyed it. I found out I didn't see all available
episodes: there were five episodes more I didn't
see yet, so I'm at 1x21 now. Pity the show was
discontinued (but so many shows are, sigh.)

The episodes surrounding
Z'ha'dum are thus far
some of the best.
Retrofits, twisting plots
and hints of future
developments, and lots of
drama abound.
Lando, with all his failings,
is one of the better
characters. His banter
with Vir bodes ill for the
emperor...
Quotes:
"They are afraid to move
against him. Whoever
does so will almost
certainly be killed."
"That would be a
drawback."
...
"We must stop Cartagia,
no matter the cost."
"The cost... that would be
the dying thing, right?"
...
"And yet in all of this you
have somehow managed
to walk through the
corridors of power and not
to be touched. I can only
assume you have not
been paying attention!"

Things I didn't watch (yet)...
_Legend of the Seeker_. I sampled a bit of the
22 or so episodes, and its quite different from the
books. Perhaps later...
_Supernatural_ season 6. Season 5 did wrap
it all up quite nicely, and then season 6 appeared.
I haven't watched any episodes of season 6, and I
wonder if I should. Under consideration then.
_Unnatural History_... Got no clue but I think
it's a juvenile series.
_The Gates_, again no clue but I suspect it's
about werewolves and vampires all set in a 'Bold
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and the Beautiful' setting. I could be wrong though
☺
_Doctor Who_... I've downloaded a few
episodes, but couldn't bring myself to watch all of
them. It's somewhat interesting, but I'm not that
much into 'monster of the week' shows, which is
what the dear doctor is all about. Perhaps later,
when I'm sufficiently bored.

Anime...
Pandora Hearts.
At 1x13 of the 25 episodes. Dealing with the
heir of a powerful family that lost ten years in the
abys, then returns to world after making a kind of
contract with an abyssal creature called a chain.
Hmmm. There's also time
involved, but I don't know
yet how or how much.
Typical Japanese fare I
guess...
I liked some of the
setting and weird
environments thus far, but
the 'exaggerated' depiction
of emotions does not
match the rest of the style,
lowering the overall
impression a few notches.
The verdict? Not bad,
could have been better,
but still interesting enough
to keep watching.
Blood Plus.
Where vampires meet
aliens. Well, not quite, but still. 50 episodes
revolving around a teenager with sword and
memory loss, who turns out to be an alien queen.
(I am so not kidding you!)
When re-reading the paragraph above you'd
definitely get the wrong impression, but it's all
true! I fast-forwarded through a bunch of episodes
as things can get a bit slow. I don't like slow.
Note: in the US the first ten episodes are or
were available on 'Crackle'. As I'm not in the US I
couldn't test that, but uTorrent works just as fine.
50 episodes, series complete, next one.
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Things I didn't watch (yet)...
_Eden of the East_ is sitting on my hard drive,
begging to be watched. Unfortunately, I'm all into
_Babylon 5_ at the moment, so it will have to wait.
I've also got _Gunslinger Girls_ lined up, as
well as the (French?) series _Skyland_. I'm set for
now ☺
Something I did not watch, and probably never
will (because I can't) is the second season of
_Aferworld_, a cross over between animation and
cartoon, first published as webisodes by (if I recall
correctly) Sony. The stories feature the main
character known as 'Walker' traveling through a
world where most of the population has
disappeared mysteriously.
It was received well, and clearly set up for a
sequel. Unfortunately, the sequel never arrived.
Pity.

Books
The real deal. But I've read very, very few real
books lately. I still haven't finished Pratchett's
_Unseen Academicals_, nor did I finish Brook's
_The Black Unicorn_ yet.
The only real book I can recall having read in
the last two, three months is _Planet of the
Damned_ by Harry Harrison. Nothing else comes
to mind.
That doesn't mean I did not read. It means I
did not read many 'normal' books on paper, but I
did read quite a few books in digital form over the
last six months or so.

e-Books...
I don't own a real 'reader' device yet. There
are many nice ones, but I just haven't entirely
gone over to the digital side... If there would be a
Windows based netbook / tablet that's cheap and
with good battery life then that's probably what I
would start using.
As things are now, I typically buy, download or
convert an e-book into .PRC format (used by
MobiPocket) and use either the MobiPocket ebook reader software on my BlackBerry, or on the
netbook. Admittedly, I downloaded a few books,

Hmmm. Somehow I think
I talked about
_Afterworld_ before. If I
did so, then please accept
my apologies.
Not all ebook readers are
created equal...
The problem is: there are
multiple different,
competing formats, some
reader devices support
format A, other readers
support format B, and so
on. The only device that
currently supports them
all is... a PC running
Windows.
There's some hope for
Android based systems,
but the one format I
especially liked and
bought some books in, is
.PRC or MobiPocket. And
there's no MobiPocket
reader software for the
Android platform yet (nor
is there for the Apple
iPad).
Normally, converting is an
option, but the .PRC files
are DRM'ed... perhaps I
should just try to strip the
DRM parts from them...
Yeah, I know, that's
supposed to be a.
impossible (but it can be
done) and b. not quite
legal. But c. I don't feel
very guilty as I keep the
resulting file for my own
usage, and bought the
original. Not legally
correct, but morally
acceptable, I think.
Last minute update on
Apple: Apple doesn't let
Sony sell their e-books for
the iPad, unless these ebooks are sold through
the app store.
Apple, I think you're going
a little too far...
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I've seen cases where the
e-book goes for the same
price as the paperback,
and that just cannot be
right. Think about it, let's
assume there is a price
difference (which is not
always the case):
author
agent
editor
publisher
materials
print
warehousing
distribution
retail
+ -----------$7.99
Now, try the same chain
for an e-boo:
author
agent (?)
editor
publisher (?)
on-line retail
+ -----------$5.99
It appears to me the chain
is way shorter and with
physical objects and
handling out of the way,
costs should be lower...
so why should these
books go for the same
price? Or, if these prices
are different, would all the
physical handling,
printing, distribution,
material costs and so on
just be 2 dollar?
Self-publishing authors
may have a clear
advantage here, though
they would have to rely
much if not entirely on
'word of mouth'
marketing...
Still, something seems to
be wrong.

but I actually bought a few as well. I'm just puzzled
by the price! Why do e-books have such insane
prices?
The extreme price-drops in the CD and DVD
market prove to me that many of the old price
levels were the result of price inflation, everywhere
throughout the production and distribution chain. I
can understand that material media have a price
attached. A book is made of paper, it needs
space, it weighs a bit, it needs handling to arrive at
the proper customer.
So, why would a book go for $7.99, and the
same book in digital form would still cost $5.99?
That doesn't make sense. It would indicate that
distributing the digital article would suffer the
same costs as the physical format.
Bull.
We're being cheated.
Well, there's one good side to it. This time, it's
not just us Europeans that are being cheated
(pricing on CD's, DVD's, game consoles and
games have always been at least 10 to 20%
above US levels, if not more)... it now affects all.
Finally justice.
Randolph Lalonde.
This author distributes
(distributed?) the first few novels for
free on the Internet. It's space opera,
guns, computers, AI's, clones, laser
weapons, space ships, you name it.
It's brainless pulp fiction and I
love every letter of it ☺ Currently I
found and read all his work from the
_Spinward Fringe_ series:
_Frontline_
_Triton_
_Fragments_
_Fracture_
_Resurrection_
_Awakening_
I'm not sure any of this is actually
in print... (read on...)
Make sure you compare the
different versions and prices. Some
books are legally available for free,
so why pay for them? Also some
books carry a different price tag per
e-book vendor.
Volume 56 - X-books - Page 6 of 12

TellTales!

Wikipedia claims he's all self published (and
looking at the book covers he likely is ☺) but still
it's time well spent, that is if you like space opera.
A funny thing, come to think of it, I have been
drifting into fantasy for ages, yet lately fantasy
doesn't do much for me anymore. I guess there's
only a limited number of variations on the elves /
dwarves / swords / dragons / heroes theme.
Somebody please prove me wrong!
Michael R. Hicks.
Actually the first e-book I ever bought, just
before I stepped on a plane, and not being able to
find anything interesting in the bookstore on that
airport. I bought the prequel _First Contact_ first,
then after that I read _In her Name_. I think _First
Contact_ was perhaps the better book.
Nevertheless critics were positive about the
writing, and I must admit I've definitely read worse.
Jeffrey A. Carver.
... had a few titles for free on his website. I
liked the one taking place in his _Starrigger_
universe
Books from the 'chaos' series such as
_Strange Attractors_ are less interesting. I've
finished everything which was available for free.
Perhaps I'll buy a _Starrigger_ book one day...
Peter Watts.
Peter Watts made these books available
online. He appears to have been somewhat
(ahem) disgruntled by the way his 'magnus opus'
was handled by the publisher, so he placed the
final, definite, as intended versions of his books on
his website.
_Behemoth_
_Maelstrom_
_Starfish_
The end of the world. Biological engineering
gone wild, in some ways scary stuff. After having
read all three books, I'm still not sure if the world
ended after all. Perhaps it did, perhaps not...
All three (thick) books are available for
download, and for free. Hard SF, a little
depressing perhaps, but still quite good.
Recommended!
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Amber series by Roger Zelazny.
I actually own one-and-ahalf set in Dutch, as I
have some of the earlier
'Spectrum' edition with the
weird covers.
I wonder if there will ever
be a decent sequel in the
Amber universe, by
another author... this is a
universe that deserves
more attention than it
gets... And don't get me
started on Betancourt's
awful prequel!
Since I wrote the original
version of this _TellTales_
I've finished _Warstrider_
number 4 and started
number 5. The author
may be over stretching
himself, I fear...
Will be continued...

Probably my 100th read, this time in e-book
format. I admit I downloaded these instead of
buying them. But as I already own one complete
set in Dutch as well as a complete set in English I
was not feeling overly guilty.
William H. Ketih.
I did read _Warstrider_ books 2 and 3, but
couldn't find the other books in this series
anywhere, not even through Amazon or similar
services, so I settles for a download. Currently
reading book 4. (Books 2 and 3 were good!)

Audio books...
Then, finally, the audio books...
Terry Goodkind - Legend of the Seeker.
Read the 1st one as a real book, listened to
books 2 to 11 in audio book format. Okay-ish, but
makes me cringe in frustration about the stupidity
of the main characters.
I've also listened _The Law of Nines_ which is
supposed to be a thriller but is just another
addition / extension to the 'seeker' universe.
Star Wars.

Yeah, I know. That's 13,
no, make that 14 audio
books lately. Even though
my current job is in Den
Haag, much closer to
home, I still manage to
spend enough time int he
car to listen to them all.
Perhaps I should consider
finding a life...

Currently I'm listening to a whole bunch of
_Star Wars_ audio books. The first two were so
bad, it was almost funny. I understand _Tales of
the Jedi_ 1 and 2 are based upon comics. I'm
happy I've never seen those comics, as the stories
seem to have been drawn up by a 12 year old,
then enacted by his 2 years older brother. The
sound effects are poor, the voices are totally overthe-top-over-acted, it's almost funny if it wasn't
that bad.
I'm now on book 3, _Darth Maul: Shadow
Hunter_. This time based on a real book, although
again 'enhanced' by sound effects. It's a bit better,
but still you won't catch me stating this is 'good'
SF.
I hope some of the stories will reach the level
of _A Dark force Rising_, _Heir to the Empire_
and _The Last Command_, the first three books
after the original saga, but I am somewhat worried
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though... 50 more (audio) books before I'm there...

Movies...
The Owls of Gahool.
Not all of them are SF, but _Legends of the
Guardians: the Owls of Gahool_ certainly qualifies
as (borderline) fantasy. Definitely better than
expected, CGI was good, and I'm a little sad I saw
it on the small screen and didn't watch it in hidefinition I-max glory.
I've tried watching this on a friends' 3D
television as well, and again my conclusion has to
be that 3D is not the thing for me.
There's just one question left after seeing this
movie: where's the sequel?!?

As I suspected, the movie
was based on a book, or
actually a series of books,
by Kathryn Lasky. She
wrote 15 books, and the
first three were combined
into this movie.
As I did not read the
books, I cannot comment
on the accuracy of the
movie adaptation. May it
suffice to say I did like the
movie.

How to train your Dragon.
Nerd becomes friendly with the most
dangerous dragon of them all. Available in 2D and
3D, dragon flying, love interest, disturbed father /
son relation, and lots of things that go 'boom'.
What is there not to like?
Megamind.
More animation, I do have kids ☺ Bad, very
bad movie poster quote, which made me grin:
It's big. For a reason.

Movie was okay, but not as good as the two
other movies I've seen lately. Though... one thing
in this movie really stood out: the soundtrack.
I mean, no movie can be entirely bad if it
features AC/DC's _Highway to Hell_ as a
soundtrack! ☺
Well, that's it for this time. I hope I've not
wasted too much of your time with my endless
rambling... TTYL!

TagLine...
... After the invasion of the Basilisks, Ray
Ban's became immensely popular...

Here at the end I can
admit I skipped a bit on
proofreading. (Though I
hope this revised version
has cleaned up things a
little.) This thing was
getting too big, and I
simply wanted to get it
done with. 11 pages and
one large picture of a lake
nearby the city of
Rotterdam should be
sufficient.
I would also like to add an
invitation to any and all
readers that encountered
this pathetic piece of work
on the Internet: feel free
to join _Dapper_, the
'party on paper'. If you
were able to find this,
then I'm pretty sure you
will be able to find the
point of contact for
_Dapper_!
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Malnutrition.
First, we brought them the angel we captured. Well, actually we didn't capture it: it showed
up begging for mercy, but we were fresh out of mercy that day. So we did the next best thing and
sold her to the next encampment of demons we encountered. There was also this demon blade
the demons threw in, just to sweeten up the deal, and I discussed it with the others and we knew
they were cheating so we said yes.
We send in Yasmin, my daughter. She took the angel with her, and the two of them entered
the demon's camp. There, the demons had their way with the lost member of the host. The
demons cooked their new price, and had their feast. My daughter watched. Through my
binoculars I could see how one of the demons handed her the sword, and I knew something was
wrong. That smile was the smile of betrayal. I could not help myself, I could not stop smiling
either.
After the demon gave my daughter the sword he turned back to the rest of the merry band.
Wrong move, buster. He was the first to perish.
Yasmin raised the blade, and sliced him in two. That did distract the others a bit, so we took
out the guards, the guests, the cooks, some of the dinner.
We left one of those demons alive. Mostly alive. Most of him.
"This is not supposed to happen," he whispered.
I nodded.
"It's a demon blade..."
I nodded again.
"It cannot..." He coughed a bit more. Green stuff dripping from the corner of his mouth. His
flavor of blood.
Coraline kicked the one leg still attached. It was broken in a few places, and that must have
hurt. The demon cried out, and though I hate to admit it, that did make me smile.
The Demon did not immediately continue. He just stared at Yasmin, my daughter. The girl
in once shining armor, now stricken with mud and green stuff, was sitting on a big table in the
middle of the clearing, her back turned toward us. Even where I was standing I could hear the
sounds of ripping and chewing...
"A demon's blade," the demon said again.
I turned back to face him. "So? We already know it's a demon blade. Created in the fires of
the nine pits of hell. It corrupts any human that touches it. It slays the heavenly host by poisoning
their soul. I'm not entirely sure of the specs, but I'm pretty sure it's just a meat cleaver for
everyone else. Great prop for a horror movie, Freddy would have loved it."
"You're making that up," Coraline asked, "aren't you?"
I shook my head. "Only the last part. I read about this, once. I should not have done so, but
still. It was in one of the hidden books, those I was not supposed to read." I shrugged.
"Father..." Caroline said. There was some sarcasm in her voice that I pretended not to hear.
"You knew?" the demon asked.
"Oh yes." I smiled and nodded. "Oh yes."
"Then why?" He was trying to find an answer to the question, but couldn't find one.
"Comfortable?" Coraline asked the demon. "You know you're dying the final death, don't
you?"
With his last bit of energy demon suddenly lunged out, its claws barely missing Coraline's
legs. She jumped backwards, drew her sword, and punched a few holes in the demon's body.
They immediately closed, of course, but not as fast as before. He had to be getting weaker.
The demon smiled, inviting Coraline to do something stupid. Slowly the scowl on Coraline's
face gave way to an expression of almost inhuman glee. "Yasmin..." she softly whispered.
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My daughter lifted her head, looked over her shoulder. In one fluid motion she got up,
jumped off the table, and walked towards us. She was holding a bone with greenish flesh
attached in one hand, her new blade, the demon blade, in the other. She walked at a leisure pace,
taking yet another byte.
"I think the other leg would taste just as well," Coraline suggested. She winked as Yasmin,
then looked sweetly at the demon.
"Not yet," I interrupted. "We need to know."
"I never tell," the demon said. So we let Yasmin have a go at him.
He did talk after a while. Yasmin has that kind of effect on demons once she's getting into it.
Dinnertime. Big time. Once we got what we wanted, we started to walk away.
"Stop!" the demon whispered. "I want to know... Uhh..."
Yasmin chopped off some other bits.
I laid my hand on her shoulder, stopping her for a moment, and making absolutely sure I did
not touch that blade. It might not affect Yasmin, but I was sure as hell it would affect me.
"The blade?" I asked.
"Mine..." Yasmin grumbled.
I nodded. The question mark was not for her.
The demon nodded as well.
So did Coraline. "Yeah. I'd like to know too."
"It was a gamble," I admitted. "A guess."
Coraline shook her head. "It's not polite to gamble with other people's lives."
I shrugged.
"Sorry," I told the demon, I turned my back towards the scene and started walking again..
Coraline hesitated for a moment, then hurried up to join me. Muffled sounds followed us.
"You should work on her table manners," Coraline said.
"I know."
"So... the blade?"
I halted. Turned to look at Yasmin.
Coraline turned and looked as well. "Looks like she's enjoying her third serving."
I sighed.
"Isn't the blade supposed to corrupt her?"
"That is, I think, its prime purpose. Slaying angels is just an extra. Corrupt each and every
human is the big ticket. The real prize."
"So, now she's corrupted."
I smiled my favorite sad smile.
Coraline knew the answer. "She's no longer human, is she?"
There was no need for an answer, so I did not reply.
"I still don't get it..." Coraline puzzled. "I can understand how Yasmin escaped... I mean...
she was not affected by the sword, because, well..."
"Barking mad," I offered. "Lost beyond. No longer human. I know."
Coraline swallowed. Some things in hell are hell. Some things are worse.
I kissed her. "I'm sorry," I whispered. "I'm sorry for all of us."
When her tears were gone, and she had recovered enough self control to act as if she didn't
see mine, she returned to her train of thought: "They did not expect her to be... herself. They
didn't expect to be affected by the blade either."
"They did not."
"But why were they? That blade doesn't affect demons."
I had this queasy feeling in my stomach. "It's because they had angel for lunch," I answered.
"You are what you eat," I said. "Well, parts of it, anyway."
Coraline stares at Yasmin, helping herself to dessert. I shrug and shudder and walk away.
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